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Jason is an accomplished appellate and trial court advocate, with
an established track record of success in high-profile and large-
stakes litigation in both state and federal courts. He is highly
regarded for his persuasive oral advocacy, clear and effective
writing, keen legal analysis, and ability to clearly discern and explain
the application of complex legal principles to the on-the-ground
realities of clients’ business and operations. He has experience in
appellate and trial court litigation in a range of substantive areas,
including commercial litigation, class actions and other forms of
aggregate litigation, insurance coverage and defense, First
Amendment and media law, administrative law, ERISA litigation, and
federal and state constitutional law.

As appellate counsel, Jason is often called upon to take a fresh look
at long-running litigation, and is adept at identifying and framing the
issues most likely to move appellate courts. He also frequently
consults at the trial court level to help develop arguments for
potential future appeals and to ensure objections and errors are
properly preserved for appellate review. Many of his appeals have
involved questions of first impression or unsettled areas of law. He
has successfully argued and briefed numerous high-profile appeals
in various courts, with a particular emphasis on the U.S. Court of
Appeals for the Sixth Circuit, the Kentucky Supreme Court, and the
Kentucky Court of Appeals.

As a trial court litigator, Jason excels at developing legal arguments
and strategies that drive outcomes in cases, particularly in cases
involving complex or novel legal and factual issues. He is committed
to understanding his clients’ practical needs, and tailoring litigation
strategies and solutions to best meet those needs.
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After graduating from Yale Law School in 2001, Jason clerked for the
Hon. Karen Nelson Moore on the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Sixth
Circuit. He then practiced commercial and appellate litigation at
Kirkland and Ellis, LLP in Chicago, IL, before moving to Louisville and
joining FBT Gibbons.

Other Info About Jason

Experience

Stovall v. Jefferson County Board of Education, 164 F.4th 554
(6th Cir. 2026)

Successfully represented copyright holder in Sixth Circuit appeal
affirming dismissal of federal suit brought by parent of public school
students who sought copies of copyrighted surveys given in school
under state Open Records Act. Parent argued federal court had
exclusive jurisdiction to decide whether Copyright Act precluded
school from distributing copies of survey, including whether fair use
applied. The Sixth Circuit agreed federal jurisdiction was lacking,
because copyright issued arose only as a potential defense to
parent’s state-law open records claim.

Adams v. Lexington-Fayette Urban County Government, 154
F.4th 501 (6th Cir. 2025)

Successfully represented city and police officials in Sixth Circuit
appeal affirming dismissal of high-profile lawsuit brought by college
football players under 28 U.S.C. § 1983, alleging violation of Fourth
Amendment rights related to criminal investigation following
altercation at off-campus party. The Sixth Circuit concluded that
merely facing criminal charges, without further restraints on pre-
trial liberty, did not constitute an actionable liberty deprivation
necessary to state a Fourth Amendment malicious prosecution or
fabrication of evidence claim.

Lexington-Fayette Urban County Government v. Fraternal Order
of Police, Bluegrass Lodge #4,723 S.W.3d 742 (Ky. 2025).

Represented municipality in challenge to adoption of ordinance
banning use of “no-knock” search warrants brought by police union,
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alleging that adoption of ordinance was a mandatory subject of
collective bargaining and that ordinance was preempted by state
statutory regulation on use of “no-knock” warrants.

Higgins v. Kentucky Sports Radio, LLC, 951F.3d 728 (6th Cir.
2020)

Successfully argued federal appeal affirming First Amendment
dismissal of incitement and defamation claims brought by NCAA
referee against sports talk radio host.

Little v. Louisville Gas & Electric Co., No. 2020-CA-0137, 2020
WL 7295199 (Ky. App. Dec. 11, 2020)

Successfully opposed class certification in trial and appellate court
in putative class action asserting property damage claims allegedly
arising from power plant air emissions.

Extendicare Homes, Inc. v. Whisman, 478 S.W.3d 306 (Ky. 2015),
cert. granted sub nom., Kindred Nursing Centers Ltd.
Partnership v. Clark,137 S. Ct. 368 (2016)

Argued Kentucky Supreme Court appeal concerning enforceability
of arbitration agreements executed pursuant to a durable power of
attorney.

Coppage Constr. Co. v. Sanitation Dist. No. 1 of N. Ky., 459 S.W.3d
855 (Ky. 2015)

Successfully argued Kentucky Supreme Court appeal holding
regional sewer district was not entitled to sovereign immunity,
which set forth definitive criteria under Kentucky law for extending
immunity to quasi-state entities.

Guy v. Lexington-Fayette Urban County Gov't, 624 F. App’x 922
(6th Cir. 2015)

Guy v. Lexington-Fayette Urban County Gov't, 488 F. App'x 9
(6th Cir. 2012)

Successfully represented urban county government, including
arguing Sixth Circuit appeal, defeating class certification and
obtaining summary judgment in putative class action asserting
claims under 42 U.S.C. §1983 for alleged deliberate indifference to
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acts of abuse by director of non-profit corporation that received
local government grant funding.

Bidwell v. University Medical Center, Inc., 685 F.3d 613 (6th Cir.
2012)

Successfully argued appeal in first decision by any U.S. Court of
Appeals construing the scope of Safe Harbor protection under new
ERISA default investment rules.

Young v. Nationwide Mutual Insurance Co., 693 F.3d 532 (6th Cir.
2012)

Represented national insurance company in federal class action
alleging incorrect calculation and collection of local government
taxes on insurance premiums, including negotiating settlement and
leading effort for court approval of class settlement.

Kentucky Public Service Commission v. Conway, 324 S.W.3d 373
(Ky. 2010)

Successfully represented public utilities in appeals construing
statutory authority of Kentucky Public Service Commission to
approve certain types of rate and tariff provisions.

Burkhead v. Louisville Gas & Electric Co., 250 F.R.D. 287 (W.D. Ky.
2008)

Successfully represented public utility in opposing certification of
class action alleging damages resulting from emissions by coal fired
electric power plant.

Fletcher v. Graham, 192 S.W.3d 350 (Ky. 2006)

Represented Office of the Governor in landmark case concerning
scope of Governor’'s power to issue blanket amnesty prior to
indictment under the Kentucky Constitution.

Fletcher v. Commonwealth, 163 S.W.3d 852 (Ky. 2005)

Represented Office of the Governor in landmark case concerning
constitutional authority of the Governor to fund the continuation of
public programs in the absence of a legislatively enacted budget.
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Education
Yale Law School, J.D., 2001

University of Louisville, B.A,, 1995, summa cum laude

Clerkships

Honorable Karen Nelson Moore, U.S. Court of Appeals for the Sixth
Circuit

Courts

U.S. Supreme Court

U.S. Court of Appeals for the Sixth Circuit

Eastern District of Kentucky

Western District of Kentucky

Professional Affiliations

Kentucky Bar Association

Major Publications

“Tips for Persuasive Briefs Beyond the Argument Section,” Co-
Author, Law360, November 20, 2024
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Featured Articles

FBT Gibbons Secures Victory for Solar Development at Court of
Appeals

Supreme Court Rejects Appointments Clause Challenge to

Preventative Services Task Force, While Potentially Expanding HHS

Secretary Control

Tips for Seeking Discretionary Review from State Supreme Courts

Tips for Writing Persuasively in Appellate Briefs Beyond the

Argument Section

U.S. Supreme Court 2023-24 Term: Key Decisions and Industry
Impact

Supreme Court Curtails Agencies’ Authority to Impose Civil

Penalties Without a Jury Trial

Muldrow v. City of St. Louis: Supreme Court Establishes New Harm

Standard for Title VIl Discrimination Claims

Divided Supreme Court Rules that Appeals from Arbitration Denials

Automatically Stay All District Court Proceedings

The Supreme Court’s Quartet of Arbitration Decisions

Kentucky Workers Compensation Funding Commission to Clarify

Regulatory Guidance

Ohio Legislature Considers Business Immunity from COVID-19

Lawsuits

Kentucky Court Rejects Challenge to Restrictions on In-Person

Religious Services

DOJ Supports Mississippi Church’s Challenge to Drive-In Services

Ban

Life and Liberty: Lessons from Early Decisions Addressing Federal

Constitutional Challenges to State Orders Addressing the

Coronavirus Pandemic

© 2026 FBT Gibbons LLP. May be considered attorney advertising in some jurisdictions.
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